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Defensible 
Space: What is 

the Law?

• 100 feet of Defensible Space is 
required under the Public Resources 
Code (PRC) 4291

• California Building Code Chapter 7A 
requires certain construction 
materials and methods for homes in 
wildland areas





Zone 0 • Ember Resistant Zone

Zone 0 extends 5 feet from buildings, structures, 
decks, etc.

• Use hardscape and other fire-resistant materials

• Note: Zone 0 was passed into law in 2020 (AB3074), with 
compliance required by Jan. 2023. Immediate compliance is 
recommended to increase home survivability.



Zone 1 • Lean|Clean|Green Zone

Zone 1 extends from 5-50 feet from buildings, 
structures, decks, etc. or to your property line, 
whichever is closer

• Remove all dead vegetation and space out trees, 
plants and other vegetation to minimize potential 
fire spread



Zone 2 • Fuel Reduction Zone

Zone 2 extends from 30 feet to 100 feet out from 
buildings, structures, decks, etc. or to your property 
line, whichever is closer.

• Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum 
height of 4 inches

• Create a 10-foot buffer around wood piles



Home 
Hardening 
Guide

available at: 
ReadyForWildfire.org



THANK YOU!
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