Construction Meters

Finance and Administration Committee
October 2, 2023




Background

« Construction meters are currently checked out at the front desk

e Customers are allowed to connect to a District-owned fire
hydrant at their choosing

e Customer is required to return the unit monthly for a water
usage reading
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concerns

* Reminding customers to return the meter for their monthly read
Is labor-intensive

 The District 1s unable to determine where In the District the
water was drawn from

 These meters do not have a backflow unit or system to
administer backflow testing

 Although not allowed, these meters are being used outside of
the District

 These meters may be connecting to the District’s untreated
water system without proper oversight
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Proposal

o Similar to other public agencies, the District will control the
location of the meter by locking it to a hydrant based on the
customer’s request

e Monthly water usage readings will be conducted by staff
e Backflow units and related testing will be included

* Charges and fees will be updated to fully reimburse the District
for costs incurred
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Legislative Code

Section 7.16.070 Construction Meters.

Construction meters are administered issusd-at the main office of the District and use shall
conform to the following:

A.

A "construction meter_assembly" is a _District provided assembly consisting of a
meter.backflow. and PRV if required. The assembly will be ary-meterconnected

to a fire hydrant for temporary use (typically three-inch turbine hydrant meter) by
the District. Application for construction meter service shall be made four working

days swenb—fourheursprior to need. Meterregquesisreceived opnardaywillbe
I

A construction meter will not be issued until the customer has completed the
District "Application for Construction Meter," and has received from the District a
copy of the "Construction Meter Policy."

A security deposit of fifteen hundred ($1,500)twelvehundred dollars to cover
damages or loss to the meter and the fire hydrant connections will be held by the
district for each construction meter issued.

Payment of all fees will be in advance.

Administrative_installation _and relocation ard-accountsetupfee—will-be—twenty
dollarscollected at time of applicationcharge of $150 per occurrence includes

testing Backflow device. Additionally, an annual backflow test will be performed if
device has been on site for more than 1 year.

Daily rental rate is one dollar seventy-fivesix cents.
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Legislative Code

G.

Damages to a repairable construction meter will be charged to the user at the
District's current rate for time and materials, plus fifteen percent to cover
administrative costs. If the meter is lost or stolen, the user will be required to
reimburse the District for the actual costs of a new construction meter. Any problem
with the operation of the meter is to be reported to the District for repair or
replacement. Customer will not dismantle, repair, or tamper with the meter or
service_or unlock it from its secured location.-

Any action deemed appropriate to correct violations related to the use of a
construction meter may be taken by District staff; including, but not limited to:
written notifications, forfeiture of deposit and/or meter, and/or refusal of future
requests for the use of a construction meter.

Water usage will be charged at the current special projects rate per one hundred
cubic feet as adopted by the Board of Directors.




Legislative Code

K.

Construction meter may not be used for delivery of water outside of district
boundaries without written permission from the general manager (fire fighting
water excluded).

Water drawn through a construction meter for interim household use is forbidden
at all times. Construction meter is not to be used as a substitute for domestic water
source; for agricultural purposes; or to fill lakes, ponds and/or swimming pools.

Customer is responsible for all water delivered through their assigned meter.

Customer must comply with requirements of all District ordinances and policies in
effect at the time of application, subject to change with thirty days notification.

The District reserves the right to terminate water service at any time, without
notice, in matters of misuse, harm to district facilities, interference with the public
water supply, failure to notify of any change in use or any failure to comply with
other provisions of this policy.

Any unpaid charges owed to the District will be deducted from the security deposit
when the account is closed. Amounts unpaid in excess of the deposit will be billed

to the customer applying for the construction meter. Refunds will be made in
accordance with District policy.

All water trucks shall be equipped with suction-break filling system.

Customers must furnish compatible meter outlet adapters.
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Legislative Code

S. Approved spanner hydrant wrenches shall be used to turn on fire hydrant.
T. Meter is to be connected to water source authorized by District staff.
U. If water is taken without using the construction meter, District will immediately

confiscate the meter and the full security deposit will be forfeited and the customer
may be subject to criminal prosecution in addition to the loss of meter and deposit.
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Cost Analysis

Daily Rental Fee One Time Fees

Meter Assembly Cost Labor Hours 2.10 (iv)
Meter w/ backflow S 2,767 Hourly Rates S$42-50 (v}
Locks & locking valves 60 Cumulative Labor Costs S 100 (vi)
Meter Assembly Stand 150

Total Meter Assembly S 2,977 Backflow Test (3rd party) 50  ({vii)
Annual Assembly Maintenance S - (i) One Time Costs S 150
Meter Assembly's Life Cycle Cost S 2,977 «a

Meter Assembly's Years of Service

Life Expectancy 10.0 Deposit
Meter Utilization 46.3%  {ii)
Equivalent Years of Service 463 b Maximum Loss of Meter Assembly S 2,977
Discretionary factor down 50%
Daily Rental Rate S 1.76 (i) Deposit S 1,500  {wviii)
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Proposal

Construction Meters

Deposit S 1,200 S 1,500
One Time Fee S 20 S 150
Daily Rental Fee S 1.75 S 1.76

The proposed changes in fees do not exceed the

reasonable cost of service, consistent with the
limitations imposed by state law.
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Next Steps

Oct: Finance Committee authorizes a Public Hearing
TBD: Public Hearing Notice published

14+ days: Board conducts Public Hearing

60+ days: Changes implemented

The District may coordinate the timing of

the Public Hearing so that it may also
address other anticipated fee changes.
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Recommendation

Staff respectfully recommends the Finance and Administration Standing
Committee authorize Staff to provide the required notice and

publication so that the Board can consider this matter at a future
public hearing.
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