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NEWS RELEASE 
 
November 7, 2023     Contact:  Kellie Barclay 
       Board Secretary / Administrative Assistant  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Phone:    760-789-1330 
 
 

RAMONA-BARONA REGION RECEIVES $600,000 GRANT TO SUPPORT  
LOCAL ADAPTATION PLANNING 

The Ramona Municipal Water District is pleased to announce that the Ramona-Barona Climate Adaptation 
& Action Plan has been selected as a recipient of the Round 1 Adaptation Planning Grant Program, 
provided by the Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR). This new grant program supports 
integrated climate adaptation projects and planning efforts in California. This project was selected as one 
of fourteen awarded in this first round and will receive $596,600 for its local planning efforts. The planning 
boundary selected includes the Ramona Community Planning Area and Barona Reservation boundaries.  
 
Participating entities include the Ramona Municipal Water District, Barona Band of Mission Indians, and 
Sustainable Ramona. This project has the support of the Ramona Chamber of Commerce and the 
Ramona Valley Vineyard Association. Additional partners and supporters are welcome to collaborate with 
the team and it is anticipated that the team will coordinate with local residents, community groups, other 
local tribes in the region, the Ramona Community Planning Group and Fire Safe Councils to work to 
update local plans, such as the Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan. The team anticipates building a 
website and conducting outreach on a regular basis between now and the final plan document production, 
scheduled for summer 2025. The team will also begin soliciting members for a Community Advisory 
Committee in spring 2024. 
 
“The state of California has defined climate impacts very broadly and this includes topics of concern for 
our residents, such as wildfire, drought, localized flooding, heat impacts, agricultural preservation, 
increased energy prices, and economic impacts,” said General Manager Erica Wolski. “While the County 
of San Diego is updating its County-wide plan, including unincorporated areas such as Ramona, we will be 
targeting our area with a more substantial, in-depth, and intense effort focused specifically on the 
Ramona-Barona area. We are also excited to work with the Barona Band of Mission Indians on this 
project. Beginning in 2025, Barona and the District will be connected by a recycled water and potable 
water line and we will need to address future water-related planning efforts as a team.”  
 
Plan development will include completing a localized vulnerability assessment which will detail the 
anticipated climate impacts in the region, including increases in temperature, more intense and frequent 
heat waves, more intense and frequent drought, increased localized flooding, and more severe and 
frequent wildfires. A community-led evacuation route and shelter location analysis will be completed, 
which will help the region advocate its needs to the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) 
and the County of San Diego.  
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The plan will also include an assessment of the value of our region’s natural and working lands, which will 
help the region to advocate to receive credits for the value of carbon sequestration in these lands and to 
promote the preservation of local agriculture.  
 
“Receipt of planning funds and developing a plan that can be used to target future implementation grant 
opportunities is key to the success of this effort,” said Wolski. “This plan will help our region position for 
renewable energy opportunities, wildfire mitigation and evacuation planning funds, funding to support our 
local farmers and many other opportunities. In addition, the inclusion of adaptation findings into our local 
plans will help make our region more resistant to fires, droughts, flooding and heat and their resultant 
economic impacts.” 
 
“We are thrilled to support this diverse partnership in collaborating to identify the rural Ramona-Barona 
region’s climate resilience priorities,” said Saharnaz Mirzazad, Chief Deputy Director of the Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research. “Representing a variety of areas of expertise and lived experiences, this 
partnership will greatly benefit the region’s resilience with its analysis of what climate impacts the region is 
most vulnerable to, the value of its natural and working lands, and its evacuation routes and shelter 
locations.” 
 
The Ramona-Barona Climate Adaptation & Action Plan is supported by the Adaptation Planning Grant 
Program at the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR). The Adaptation Planning Grant 
Program is an initiative of OPR’s Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program (ICARP). ICARP 
advances climate adaptation and resilience in California by coordinating investments, partnerships and 
climate science to ensure people, natural systems, and the built environment are protected, prepared, and 
thrive in the face of climate change. More information about this grant program can be found at ICARP’s 
website: https://www.opr.ca.gov/climate/icarp/grants/adaptation-planning-grant.html  
 
The team would also like to thank Senator Brian Jones for providing a letter of support for this grant 
application. 
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Boundary of the 2003 Cedar Fire and 2007 Witch Creek Fire compared to the Ramona 
Community Planning Group, the Ramona Municipal Water District, and the Barona 
reservation boundaries. 
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