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NEWS RELEASE 
 
 
January 21, 2025     Contact:  Kellie Barclay 
       Board Secretary / Administrative Assistant  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Phone:    760-789-1330 
 
             
   RMWD Completes Major Upgrades to the  

Santa Maria Water Reclamation Plant 
 

 
Ramona, CA – On January 14th, the District held a 
special meeting to commemorate projects completed at 
the Santa Maria Water Reclamation Plant (WRP) in 
2024. The WRP was constructed at its current location in 
1973 on Sawday Street after previously being located at 
the intersection of Walnut and Maple Streets. Some of 
the original 1973 infrastructure remained in use at the 
plant, including a headworks facility and an effluent 
transmission line, until last year when the plant upgrades 
were constructed. The District began planning for these 
upgrades in 2013.  
 
The original headworks at the plant consisted of a below 
grade, package pump station, with a wet and dry well. 
Due to its below grade construction, it was a permitted 
confined space, which requires operators to take 
additional safety precautions prior to and during entry, 
such as air quality monitoring.  This pump station was at 
the end of its useful life and experienced corrosion due 
to water on the pump station walls. It also did not 
include preliminary treatment, such screening and grit 
removal.  
 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, staff were required to enter the pump station several times a 
week for maintenance and to remove blockages from the pump. With the significant increase in 
the use of “flushable” wipes during the pandemic, District staff were required to unblock the 
pumps up multiple times per day, including on weekends and in the middle of the night.  
 
Supervisor Joe Cortez said “We entered the dry well weekly for maintenance and periodic 
blockage removals, but after the pandemic it became multiple times per day, which was difficult 
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Supervisor Joe Cortez at the bottom of 
the old headworks after it was removed 
from service.  
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having on duty personnel on weekends. The flushable wipes later became a problem with 
blockages on every pump in the facility.” 
 
Items that did not fully block the pump station were transported further downstream into the 
WRP processes where they caused issues on other mechanical equipment. As no grit removal 
was included, this material consisting of sand, coffee grounds, etc., accumulated in the basins in 
the WRP, which reduced the usable volume of plant processes and required the basins to be 
taken out of service for cleaning.  

The new headworks project began construction in 2022 and was completed in fall 2024 for a 
total cost of approximately $6.8 million. The new headworks includes both screening and grit 
removal and includes non-clogging 
screw pumps, which are better at 
transporting rags and other material 
that block other pump types. Due to 
the reduction in blockages and upsets, 
the addition of the new headworks 
should also result in less odors for the 
homes near the WRP. The new 
headworks should also reduce 
cleaning and maintenance needs in 
the downstream processes at the 
WRP, allowing more efficient use of 
operations staff time and reducing 
wear and tear on WRP components.  
 
The project was commemorated with 
a plaque mounted on the headworks. 
 

Operators Tanner Wilson (left) and Adrian Papps (right) removing blockages from mechanical equipment in 
downstream WRP processes. 

The new headworks with the top set of covers removed showing 
the three stainless steel screws that move raw wastewater into 
the screening process.  
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The District’s five directors, District staff, staff from the design engineering firm Dudek, staff from 
the construction management firm Valley CM, and staff from the contractor GSE attended the 
plaque unveiling.  
 
The 1973 effluent transmission line is 14-
inches in diameter and can only convey flow 
by gravity due to age and pipe type. This 
pipeline conveys secondary effluent from the 
WRP on Sawday Street over to the holding 
ponds on Rangeland Road. From these 
ponds, flow is either sent to the sprayfields for 
disposal or further treated and sent to the 
Mount Woodson Golf Course. The newly 
completed line is 20-inches in diameter and 
will allow the District to convey more flow 
from the WRP to the holding ponds in wet 
weather. The 14-inch line remains in place as 
a backup. This project required extensive 
environmental permitting as it was constructed 
through portions of County of San Diego land 
and habitat for the arroyo toad and Stephens’ 
kangaroo rat. During the project, the District 
mitigated for effects on the kangaroo rat by 
installing exclusionary fencing and trapping 
and removing any kangaroo rats found outside 
of the work area. After the project was 
completed, the District hydro-seeded the 
County of San Diego pipeline easement with a 
native seed mix provided by the County to 
restore the native landscape.  
 
The effluent transmission project started in 
2018 and was completed in summer 2024 for a 
total cost of approximately $5.0 million. 
 
General Manager Wolski said “The Board and 
District management appreciate the Santa 
Maria WRP staff for their hard work to keep the 
plant operating during construction these last 
several years.  We are also excited to start our 
Wastewater Master Plan this month and begin 
developing the next list of projects that need to 
be tackled at both the Santa Maria and San 
Vicente WRPs.” Orange exclusionary fencing stretching from the 

tertiary plant east towards Rangeland Road.  

Stephen’s kangaroo rat. Photo by Dudek. 
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Treasurer Zoria, Vice President Lawler, Secretary Piva, President 
Hickle and Director Norman with the plaque recognizing 
completion of the new Headworks at the Santa Maria WRP  

Santa Maria WRP’s operation staff, Adrian Papps, Tanner 
Wilson, Travis Sims and Supervisor Joe Cortez, with the 
plaque recognizing completion of the new Headworks at the 
Santa Maria WRP.  
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